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to measure the exact dis-
tance from Dunkirk to
Barcelona. This distance
was used as the basis of
the definition of the me-
tre.

* 1795France officially
adopted the metric sys-
tem.

* 1812Napoleon tem-
porarily suspended the
compulsory  provisions
of the 1795 metric sys-
tem adoption.

* 1840The metric sys-
tem reinstated as the
compulsory system in
France.

* 1875The Convention
of the Metre signed on
20 May 1875 in Paris by
17 nations, including the
United States. The Me-
ter Convention, often
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called the Treaty of
the Meter in the U-
nited States, provid-
ed for improved met-
ric weights and mea-
sures and the estab-
lishment of theGen-
eral Conference on
Weights and Mea-
sures (CGPM) devot-
ed to international a-
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The first published reference to the Earth's size
appeared around 350 BC, when Aristotle report-
ed in his bookOn the Heavens [16]that mathe-
maticians had guessed the circumference of the
Earth to be 400,000stadia. Scholars have inter-
preted Aristotle's figure to be anywhere from
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greement on - matters
of weights and measures. To recognize this
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highly accurate[17]to almost double the true val-
ue. [18]The first known scientific measurement
and calculation of the circumference of the Earth
was performed byEratosthenes in about 240BC.
Estimates of the accuracy of Eratosthenes’s mea-
surement range from 0.5% to 17%.[19]For both
Aristotle and Eratosthenes, uncertainty in the ac-
curacy of their estimates is due to modern uncer-
tainty over which stadion length they meant.
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